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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1308. 

1. ^ This communication is responsive to amendment filed on October8< 2005 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 40-60. now renumbered as 1-21 respectively . 

3. The drawings filed on 14 June 2000 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0- 

a) H All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . ^ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 



This communication is responsive to amendment filed on October 08, 2004. 

Applicant cancels claims 1-39, amends the abstract, the specification and adds new 
claims 40-60. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: 

1 . Claims 40-60 are allowable. 

2. The following is an Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance: Claims 40-60 are 
allowable over the prior art of record because the Examiner found neither prior art cited in its 
entirety, nor based on the prior art, found any motivation to combine any of the said prior art 
which teaches an image processor for converting input image data having a first number of tones 
into halftone-processed image data having a second number of tones which is lower than the first 
number of tons and for outputting a dot image corresponding to the halftone-processed image 
data comprises a halftone processing means for halftone-processing the input image data using a 
plurality of dither threshold planes wherein each of the dither threshold planes consists of a 
plurality of the same unit threshold matrixes, an image output means having different output 
position accuracies between a main scan direction and a sub-scan direction for outputting the dot 
image which has continuous medium-to-high tone dots in the sub-scan direction; wherein an 
order of the threshold on the unit threshold matrix is defined based on both a reference threshold 
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array and a threshold sequence and wherein the medium-to-high tone dots are produces based on 
the order of the thresholds from medium to high in the unit threshold matrix while the order of 
the medium to high thresholds is of both an aperiodic array and an anisotropic array. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the Issue Fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
Issue Fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance.' 1 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Madeleine AV Nguyen whose telephone number is 703 305- 
4860. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A Williams can be reached on 703 305-4863. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Madeleine AV Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2626 




